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Once  to  every  man  and   nation  comes  the  moment  to 

decide, 
In  the  strife   of   truth  with  falsehood,  for  the  good  or 

evil  side; 
Some  great  cause,  God's  new  Messiah,  offering  each  the 

bloom  or  blight 
Parts  the  goats  upon  the  left  hand  and  the  sheep  upon 

the  right; 
And  the  choice  goes  by  forever  'twixt  that  darkness  and 

that  light. — Lowell. 
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That  this  discourse  may  assist  in  causing  the  American 
people  to  hold  fast  to  the  gospel  of  Christ  and  fulfill  their 
mission,  destiny  and  very  high  calling  as  a  chosen  nation 
for  the  leadership  of  the  world,  and  as  a  step  in  that  di- 
rection that  they  now  adopt  PROHIBITION  is  the 
desire  and  prayer  of  the  Author. 
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I.     PROLOGUE  AND  TEXT 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bring  a  message  from 
the  Lord  to  this  assembly.  Indeed,  I  would  like  to  pro- 
claim it  to  every  person  in  the  United  States  and  partic- 
ularly during  this  election  campaign  of  1908  that  all  may 
know  they  can  help  elevate  the  American  people  to  a 
higher  civilization  and  into  greater  and  more  enduring 
prosperity.  The  authority  for  the  message  and  doctrine 
taught  can  be  found  in  the  14th  chapter  and  34th  verse 
of  the  Book  of  Proverbs.     It  reads  as  follows: 

Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach 
to  any  people. 

This  text  was  first  penned  by  a  man  who  had  a  life- 
long experience  in  government.  He  was  wise  above 
most  rulers  with  the  anointing  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon 
his  pen  and  the  theme  here  presented  is  surely  one  of 
very  great  importance.  If  to  do  good  to  an  individual 
is  worth  our  study,  and  still  more  to  benefit  a  family, 
how  much  greater  the  service  to  bring  prosperity  to  the 
million  homes  of  a  whole  nation?  Manifestly,  that  is 
the  doctrine  of  this  text.  It  undertakes  to  state  for  us 
the  way  the  industry  of  a  people  may  thrive,  how  the 
commerce  of  a  whole  nation  may  flourish  and^the  very 
land  teem  with  the  wealth  of  the  harvest.  The  principle 
here  stated  not  only  does  that  for  a  people  at  home  but 
also  gives  them  prestige,  standing  and  influence  abroad. 
All  that  and  much  more  is  included  in  the  idea  of  a  whole 
nation  being  lifted  up  and  exalted.  Solomon  here  in 
this  text  asserts  the  very  reasonable  doctrine  that  more 
than  soil,  more  than  climate,  more  than  even  the  natural 
resources  of  the  land,  it  is  the  morals  and  intelligence  of 
the  people  springing  out  of  the  measure  of  truth  in  their 
religion  and  reflected  in  the  justice  of  their  government 
that  are  the  main  elements  in  determining  the  welfare 
of  nations.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  came  down  from 
heaven  to  produce  this  intelligence  and  moral  righteous- 
ness among  all  people  over  the  whole  earth  and  in  their 
governments  that  they  may  become  prosperous  nations. 
Does  it  not  follow  that  if  His  grace  is  adequate  for  the 

3 


work,  the  gospel  is  the  most  patriotic  thing  in  existence 
and  ought  to  be  accepted  by  all  people  everywhere  and 
not  only  for  the  salvation  of  the  soul  but  also  the  welfare 
of  the  land  and  prosperity  of  the  nation? 

II.  RULE  OF  GOD 
Here  on  this  occasion  I  desire  your  favor  in  first  con- 
sidering some  of  the  national  ideas  of  the  gospel  before 
presenting  the  subject  of  temperance.  God  holds  all  per- 
sons and  all  nations  responsible  for  their  acts,  but  there  is 
a  difference  in  the  way  His  government  is  administered. 
Occasionally,  even  today,  you  may  see  a  just  man  serv- 
ing God  far  down  in  the  vale  of  poverty  like  as  of  old 
Lazarus.  You  may  still  at  times  see  a  wicked  man 
and  the  wheel  of  fortune  has  him  on  top  until  he  goes 
through  this  world  in  wealth,  in  affluence  and  in  splen- 
dor like  as  of  old,  Dives.  Are  we  therefore  to  infer 
that  there  is  no  justice  with  heaven  in  dealing  with 
people  for  their  conduct  here  on  earth,  when  we  see 
the  righteous  suffering  afflictions  and  the  wicked  pros- 
pering? By  no  means.  But  if  you  would  understand 
the  justice  God  exercises  upon  individuals  you  must 
not  confine  your  observation  to  the  three-score  years 
and  ten  that  they  may  spend  here  in  the  body.  Fol- 
low Lazarus  within  the  vale  and  see  him  acsending 
on  high  and  there  receiving  an  ample  recompense  for 
all  he  endured  here  in  the  trial  of  his  faith.  Follow  Dives 
within  the  vale  and  see  that  man  who  possessed  such 
an  abundance  here,  now  bereft  of  all  things  and  without 
even  as  much  as  water  to  satifsy  his  thirst.  God  does 
not  always  promise  to  here  reward  a  righteous  person 
in  their  outward  circumstances;  or  here  always  to  punish 
transgressors  for  their  iniquities.  He  declares  that  in 
each  individual  there  is  a  soul  that  will  exist  forever 
and  after  death  there  will  be  a  judgment  for  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body.  Then  at  that  judgment  does  God 
promise  surely  and  certainly  to  rectify  everything  that 
has  here  gone  amiss  with  the  individual,  amply  reward- 
ing the  righteous  and  punishing  transgressors  for  their 
iniquities. 
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III.     CHRIST  A  KING 

Nations  are  under  a  different  rule.  They  are  respons- 
ible to  God  for  their  acts  but  without  a  soul.  The  life 
of  a  nation  is  limited  to  time,  confined  to  this  earth  and 
never,  like  a  soul,  survives  into  the  future.  Hence,  the 
justice  of  God  is  pledged  to  here  always  reward  a  righteous 
nation  with  prosperity;  or  here  punish  it  for  iniquities 
and  transgressions  with  adversity.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  every  nation  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  proves 
the  truth  of  this  principle.  MulhaH's  Balance  Sheet  of 
the  World  makes  it  exceedingly  clear  in  economics. 
Who  there  has  the  wealth  of  the  world  but  the  Christian 
nation?  Who  there  controls  the  commerce  of  the  whole 
world  but  the  Christian  nations?  Who  there  leads  in 
the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  whole  wide  world 
but  the  Christian  nations?  The  lands  where  the  gospel 
is  preached  contain  only  a  small  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  world,  but  they  have  more  wealth,  more  power 
and  more  influence  than  all  of  the  eight  or  ten  times  their 
number  in  the  other  parts  of  the  earth.  The  Christian 
nations  have  such  strength  that  they  now  sway  the  scep- 
ter of  the  world  and  wield  the  rod  of  empire  and  domin- 
ion over  mankind  throughout  the  whole  habitable  earth. 
The  preaching  of  the  gospel  and  the  true  men  and  noble 
women  who  enshrine  its  truth  in  their  hearts  and  exem- 
plify its  teachings  in  their  lives  are  beyond  question  the 
salt  that  is  saving  the  Christian  nations.  More  than 
any  other  source  it  is  from  the  gospel  that  the  leaven 
of  truth  gets  into  the  meal  of  human  affairs  and  works 
in  them  to  produce  intelligence,  righteousness,  general 
prosperity  and  national  supremacy.  How  much  higher 
then,  might  even  the  best  of  the  Christian  nations  ascend 
were  the  gospel  more  generally  received  among  the  people, 
and  its  principles  allowed  to  control  in  government? 
The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  a  priest,  atoning  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  but  also  a  king,  ruling  in 
righteousness  and  in  proportion  as  his  scepter  is  recog- 
nized in  government  do  the  nations  of  earth  advance  in 
prosperity,   intelligence   and   civilization. 
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IV.     NATIONAL  POSSIBILITIES 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  in  one  of 
its  judgments  declared  that  "This  is  a  Christian  nation.' ' 
Suppose  then  the  gospel  with  its  grace  and  moral  righteous- 
ness was  accepted  as  the  rule  of  life  by  all  officers  of  the 
United  States;  by  the  governor  and  members  of  the 
legislature  in  every  state  of  this  Union;  by  the  judiciary 
and  all  the  county  officers;  by  the  mayors  and  alder- 
men of  every  city  in  the  land ;  by  all  the  school  trustees 
and  teachers  and  college  and  university  professors.  Were 
I  to  state  the  heights  to  which  righteousness  can  exalt 
a  nation  where  it  was  generally  observed  by  the  people 
and  voted  by  the  majority  until  it  controlled  their  public 
authorities,  my  tongue  would  have  to  be  dipped  in  all 
the  bright  and  brilliant  hues  of  the  rainbow  to  paint  the 
scene.  Even  then  language  would  fail  me  to  describe 
the  peace,  happiness  and  prosperity  that  would  appear 
among  that  people  and  the  heights  of  progress  and  civ- 
ilization to  which  righteousness  can  exalt  a  nation.  But 
if  I  may  not  now  describe  the  brilliancy  and  splendors 
of  civilization  that  would  appear  in  the  land  and 
all  the  things  that  righteousness  promotes  with  the 
bloom  and  abundance  of  Eden  again  coming  back 
to  earth,  thanks  be  unto  God  that  I  can  point  out  the  way 
and  direct  you  all  in  the  path  that  will  best  promote  the 
welfare  of  this  or  any  nation.  Every  one  who  will 
turn  away  from  all  evil,  and  who  will  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  and  steadfastly  believe  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  shall,  through  the  atonement  He  has  made 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  receive  the  grace  that 
not  only  brings  salvation  to  the  soul  but  also  promotes 
in  the  highest  degree,  liberty,  intelligence,  prosperity 
and  civilization  among  the  people  of  this  or  any  nation. 

V.     CHOSEN  NATIONS 

On  the  authority  of  this  text  and  many  others  to  be 
found  in  the  Scriptures  teaching  the  same  doctrine,  I 
claim  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  here  on  earth  not  only  to 
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save  souls,  but  also  through  righteousness  to  lift  up  and 
exalt  the  people  of  whole  nations.  The  two  most  emi- 
nent examples  the  world  has  ever  had  of  nations  being 
elevated  are  the  Israelites  under  the  Old  Testament  and 
the  American  people  under  the  New  Tetsament.  There 
is  in  many  respects  a  striking  similarity  in  these  two 
nations.  Counting  the  Levites  separate  there  were  thir- 
teen tribes  in  Israel,  the  same  as  there  were  thirteen 
colonies  in  founding  the  United  States.  Both  com- 
menced their  national  life  in  a  wilderness  with  a  popula- 
tion in  each  almost  identical  in  numbers  of  about  three 
millions.  From  that  small  beginning  under  the  more 
free  and  wide  development  permissible  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament, this  nation  has  advanced  by  leaps  and  bounds 
until  in  one  century  it  reached  the  leadership  of  the 
whole  world.  The  American  people  have  felled  the 
forests,  cleared  the  land,  built  roads,  bridged  streams, 
opened  mines,  constructed  irrigation  works,  dotted  the 
plains  with  cities,  and  from  ocean  to  ocean  have  con- 
quered the  wilderness  with  a  speed  never  before  attained 
in  any  other  land.  Their  fame  also  for  inventions  and 
labor-saving  contrivances  has  justly  spread  over  all  the 
earth.  Even  now  the  grain  fields  of  the  whole  world 
are  being  cut  by  the  American  reaper;  the  freight  of  the 
whole  world  is  now  being  hauled  by  the  American  loco- 
motive ;  the  news  of  the  whole  world  is  now  being  carried 
on  the  American  telegraph;  and  the  garments  of  the 
whole  world  are  now  being  made  on  the  American  sewing 
machine.  This  nation  has  already  reached  such  a  height 
of  eminence  that  it  shines  on  the  pages  of  the  world's 
progress  like  a  constellation  of  stars  in  the  heavens. 
This  progress  already  made  is  only  the  beginning  of  the 
greater  and  grander  things  America  is  destined  to  ac- 
complish if  faithful  to  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Let  its  grace 
only  be  more  generally  received  among  the  people  and 
its  principles  observed  in  government  and  there  will  be 
greater  prosperity  in  the  land,  more  wonderful  inven- 
tions produced,  and  a  still  higher  degree  of  civilization 
developed  in  these  United  States. 


VI.     AMERICAN  DESTINY 

Beyond  question  the  American  people  are  called  to 
act  the  most  important  part  of  any  in  all  the  drama  of 
human  history  on  this  planet.  That  call  to  us  from  hea- 
ven above  and  the  needs  of  earth  is  further  confirmed  by 
our  fitness  and  opportunities  to  accomplish  the  work. 
The  world  now  needs  just  such  a  nation  as  Christ  can 
make  of  the  United  States  if  we  will  only  let  Him  and  give 
ourselves  to  the  service.  The  effect  of  a  great  continental 
nation  like  we  are  now  with  its  people  free  and  prosperous 
beyond  all  precedent,  favoring  righteousness  at  home 
and  the  spread  of  the  gospel  and  liberty  abroad,  would 
quicken  with  hope  the  whole  human  race.  It  would  be 
like  a  great  light  lifted  up  and  shining  on  a  candle-stick, 
an  object  lesson  to  all  the  world  of  the  benefits  of  the  gos- 
pel, the  free  school,  the  free  press  and  the  free  ballot  and 
through  them  the  possible  elevation  of  man  in  any  and 
all  nations  up  into  free  and  prosperous  commonwealths. 
Evidently  such  was  the  design  of  God  in  the  common- 
wealth of  Israel.  It  was  there  intended  to  have  a  whole 
nation  with  all  its  people  worshipping  God,  exceedingly 
prosperous,  advancing  in  civilization  and  an  example 
to  surrounding  countries  of  the  benefits  of  the  gospel. 
Now  our  day  has  come  bringing  with  it  to  us  in  the 
twentieth  century  and  specially  here  in  the  United  States, 
greater  and  grander  opportunities  than  anything  the 
Israelites  ever  witnessed  in  Canaan.  I  am  here,  heaven 
ordained,  with  good  news,  glad  tidings,  a  message  from 
the  throne,  duly  authorized  and  commissioned  to  pro- 
claim that  the  American  people  may  exceed  the  Israelites 
in  prosperity,  even  at  their  best,  advance  more  rapidly  in 
civilization  and  exert  an  influence  for  good  throughout 
the  whole  habitable  earth  on  the  simple  conditions  of 
observing  the  gospel,  applying  its  principles  in  govern- 
ment and  over  the  question  of  intoxicating  drinks  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  prohibition. 


VII.     DESTRUCTION  OF  NATIONS 

Having  now  to  some  extent  presented  the  affirmative 
of  this  text,  it  may  not  be  amiss  at  this  time  to  turn  it 
over  and  state  the  negative  of  the  proposition.  This  is 
a  text  that  readily  divides  in  two  parts  so  that  the  old 
way  in  preaching  of  firstly,  secondly  and  thirdly  would 
not  in  this  instance  be  suitable.  The  first  part  states 
the  cause  of  national  welfare  and  the  latter  points  out  the 
source  of  national  ruin  and  destruction.  There  is  another 
difference  between  persons  and  nations  in  addition  to 
what  I  have  already  stated  of  the  latter  being  here  al- 
ways rewarded  for  their  righteousness,  or  here  punished 
for  their  iniquities  and  transgressions.  It  is  that  nations 
do  not  decay  and  die  of  old  age  like  individuals,  but 
from  corruption.  Sin  is  always  and  everywhere  at  the 
root,  the  cause  of  national  destruction.  Sin  is  able  not 
only  to  produce  death  in  the  souls  of  men  but  also  to 
b!ast,  blight,  wither,  impoverish  and  finally,  if  yielded  to, 
destroy  the  mightiest  of  nations.  Indeed,  to  such  an 
extent  has  sin  in  the  past  succeeded  in  the  work  of  de- 
struction that  historians  tell  us  nations  never  leave  any- 
thing but  ruins.  Crumbling  walls  and  a  few  leaves  of 
history  are  all,  they  say,  we  ever  get  from  a  nation.  If 
you  doubt  it,  they  say,  Look  at  Tyre  that  was  once  queen 
of  the  seas  and  the  great  centre  of  trade  and  now  only 
inhabited  by  fishermen  that  spread  their  nets  to  dry  on 
the  ruins.  If  you  still  are  not  convinced,  they  say,  Let 
us  walk  down  the  valley  of  the  Euphrates  and  there  we 
will  show  you  wild  animals  rearing  their  young  in  the 
once  gorgeous  palaces  of  the  mighty  empire  of  Babylon. 
If  you  are  still  not  satisfied  they  say,  Let  us  visit  Jeru- 
salem, the  capital  of  the  chosen  people  of  God,  for  the 
leadership  of  the  human  race  and  of  their  once  magnifi- 
cent temple  there  is  now  not  one  stone  on  top  of  another. 
The  lesson  taught  on  every  leaf  of  human  history  from 
Eden  down  to  the  present  time  proclaims  that  in  pro- 
portion not  only  as  individuals  but  also  cities,  states 
and  nations  turn  aside  from  God  and  truth  and  the  rule 
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of  right  in  government  do  they  go  down  the  broad  road 
that  leads  to  destruction. 

VIII.  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC 
Anything  destructive  to  national  welfare  is  within  the 
field  of  this  text.  Here  on  this  occasion  I  choose  to  turn 
its  light  on  the  effects  of  intoxicating  drinks  and  their 
influence  on  the  people.  Drunkenness  has  not  only 
caused  much  injury  to  individuals  but  also  led  to  the 
ruin  and  overthrow  of  whole  nations.  Babylon  fell  after 
a  night  of  revelling  and  wine-drinking  in  the  palace  of 
Belshazzar.  The  strongest  form  of  intoxicating  drink 
known  to  the  nations  of  antiquity  was  fermented  wine. 
How  much  greater  the  peril  to  the  welfare  of  society  in 
the  modern  state  that  grants  license  for  the  sale  of  dis- 
tilled spirits  possessing  double  and  triple  and,  sometimes, 
quadruple  the  intoxicating  power  of  fermented  wine. 
In  our  Civil  War,  the  drinking  habits  of  the  regular  army 
had  considerable  to  do  with  the  defeat  at  Bull  Run,  the 
surrender  of  Miles  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  was  the  main 
cause  of  losing  the  important  battle  of  Chancelorsville. 
It  was  the  same  with  the  Russian  fleet  recently  destroyed . 
The  drinking  habits,  and  particularly  in  the  official  life 
of  this  nation,  are  notorious.  With  sober,  well-disci- 
plined crews  and  able  commanders,  that  fleet  instead  of 
going  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  might  have  relieved 
Port  Arthur.  In  the  face  of  all  the  facts  proving  the 
injury  to  individuals  and  evil  effects  on  nations  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  now  spending  over  two  thousand  million 
dollars  per  annum  for  intoxicating  drinks.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  form  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  such  a  sum. 
Perhaps  it  may  assist  in  understanding  the  extent  when 
I  say  that  this  amount  is  more  than  double  the  capital 
of  all  the  national  banks.  We  have  lately  been  passing 
through  a  phenomenal  experience  in  finance.  With 
average  crops  and  good  prices  the  banks  were  unable 
to  furnish  the  currency  necessary  for  the  transaction 
of  business  and  used  clearing-house  certificates.  With 
only  a  small  part  of  what  we  are  annually  worse  than 
wasting  in  this  traffic  for  intoxicating  liquors,    money 
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would  become  so  abundant  that  the  banks  would  be 
gorged  with  funds  and  pressing  it  on  their  customers 
for  investment. 

IX.     LOSS  TO  THE  NATION 

St.  Paul  states  a  great  principle  when  he  declares: 
"No  man  liveth  unto  himself/ '  No  one  of  us  can  live 
unto  ourselves.  We  are  part  of  humanity  and  must  to 
a  large  extent  share  in  the  common  heritage.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  forming 
a  nation.  They  are  bound  with  the  same  code  of  laws, 
use  the  same  language,  have  the  same  kind  of  currency, 
get  their  mail  through  the  same  postal  system  and  in 
many  other  ways  are  so  united  and  joined  together  that 
they  will  rise  or  fall  as  a  body.  When  the  nation  ascends 
all  more  or  less  share  in  the  general  prosperity  and,  when 
it  declines,  every  inhabitant  must  drink  from  the  cup  of 
its  woes,  sorrows,  bitterness  and  misfortunes.  Last  fall 
the  funds  in  some  of  the  New  York  banks  became  tied  up 
and  it  had  an  effect  on  every  other  bank  and  all  business 
everywhere  throughout  the  whole  nation.  This  incident 
proves  how  closely  we  are  joined  together  and  the  in- 
fluence we  have  on  each  other.  In  speaking  on  this 
subject,  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  meet  some 
who  think  because  they  do  not  drink  and  there  is  no 
saloon  in  their  town  that  therefore  they  are  exempt  from 
the  evils  caused  by  intoxicating  drinks.  Vain  delusion. 
Even  if  they  are  not  liable  to  become  drunkards  or  their 
son  or  daughter  or  those  they  may  marry  (which  is  none 
too  certain)  and  there  may  not  be  any  saloon  in  their 
neighborhood  provided  it  exists  anywhere  in  the  nation 
it  has  its  influence  on  the  finance  and  commerce  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  American  people.  While  the  waste 
of  two  thousand  million  dollars  for  intoxicating  drinks 
is  first  of  all  a  direct  loss  to  the  spenders,  I  do  not  hes  - 
tate  to  say  that  it  is  also  to  that  extent  a  drain  on  the 
wealth,  resources  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  nation. 
That  amount  cannot  be  used  for  this  purpose  without 
having  a  depreciating  effect  on  the  value  of  every  farm, 
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mill,  mine,  factory,  all  property  and  of  the  wages  paid 
to  labor  everywhere  throughout  the  United  States. 
X.  RESULTS  OF  PROHIBITION 
In  presenting  prohibition  as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of 
intemperance,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  while  not 
absolute  or  perfect — few  things  are  in  this  world — that 
it  has  been  fairly  successful.  It  has  been  tested  in 
hands  of  officers  who  were  not  in  its  favor  and  the  gen- 
eral government  has  so  far  persistently  refused  to  recog- 
nize prohibition  territory.  Even  under  such  adverse 
conditions  it  has  produced  most  gratifying  results.  Half 
a  century  ago  it  was  adopted  in  Maine,  and  while  the  soil 
is  not  the  richest  or  the  climate  the  most  favorable,  it 
is  now  among  the  most  prosperous  states  of  the  Union. 
It  is  prosperity  too  of  the  best  kind  for  a  republic — not 
of  a  class  but  for  the  main  body  of  the  people.  Maine 
has  now  more  home-owners  in  proportion  to  population 
than  any  other  state  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Less  than 
twenty  per  cent  of  the  families  in  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  own  their  homes  but  half  of  them  do  in 
Maine  and  are  otherwise  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
A  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  Kansas  outlawed  this  traffic 
and  finds  the  policy  followed  by  a  large  decrease  of  crime 
and  a  much  smaller  number  of  persons  become  inmates 
of  prison,  or  reformatory  institutions  with  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  school  attendance.  The  money  that  was 
formerly  spent  for  "wet"  goods  over  the  bar,  is  now  used 
to  purchase  dry  goods,  clothe  the  children,  keep  them 
longer  in  school  and  more  of  them  pass  through  college. 
North  Dakota  has  also  more  recently  adopted  this  policy 
and  is  having  phenomenal  prosperity.  This  state  was 
as  it  were  only  yesterday  in  the  wilderness  and  is  passing 
through  the  pioneer  age  without  the  scarcity  and  hard 
times  usual  in  the  founding  of  an  American  common- 
wealth. Its  people  have  money  in  such  abundance  that 
there  is  over  one  hundred  dollars  in  its  savings  banks 
for  every  inhabitant  of  the  state.  They  are  rapidly 
opening  new  farms,  building  new  railroads,  street  car 
and    telephone    lines,    waterworks,    electric    lights    and 
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all  the  paraphernalia  of  a  twentieth  century  civilization. 
The  three  states  that  stand  highest  in  the  number  of 
banks  organized  last  year  are  in  the  following  order: 
Kansas,  Maine  and  North  Dakota.  These  things  men- 
tioned are  some  of  the  good  fruits  that  grow  on  the  tree 
of  prohibition  and  when  given  a  fair  opportunity  it  will 
produce  them  and  in  much  greater  abundance. 

XL  GREATER  PROSPERITY  ATTAINABLE 
Were  the  general  government  to  adopt  prohibition  it 
is  difficult  to  set  metes  and  bounds  to  the  prosperity 
that  would  come  to  the  American  people.  We  have 
spent  all  told  for  irrigation  less  than  forty  millions  and 
opened  some  twenty  thousand  homesteads  for  settle- 
ment in  the  arid  regions.  With  this  amount  solitudes 
have  become  inhabited,  the  wilderness  has  been  turned 
into  a  fruitful  field  and  the  desert  has  literally  blossomed 
like  the  rose  and  produced  abundant  crops.  The  amount 
expended  in  making  this  transformation  is  less  than  the 
fiftieth  part  of  what  we  are  annually  wasting  for  intoxi- 
cating drinks.  Suppose  the  other  forty-nine  fiftieths 
were  also  laid  out  for  useful  purposes  how  much  greater 
would  be  the  general  prosperity?  Good  roads  are  time- 
savers  and  add  to  the  pleasure  of  living.  They  are  also 
an  economic  benefit  to  the  community.  Where  they 
exist  farmers  are  not  required  to  market  their  produce 
at  any  particular  time  but  can  do  it  whenever  it  suits 
their  convenience,  and  when  prices  are  the  most  satis- 
factory. Use  only  a  small  part  of  what  we  are  annually 
squandering  for  intoxicating  drinks,  and  you  could  soon 
macadamize  every  highway  in  the  nation.  We  are  also 
beginning  to  perceive  (although  Washington  had  the 
idea)  that  with  the  reverse  of  irrigation  the  Dismal 
Swamp  in  Virginia,  the  Everglades  of  Florida,  the  bayou 
country  of  Louisiana  and  the  Sunk  Lands  of  Arkansas 
could  all  be  drained  and  would  become  among  our  rich- 
est and  most  productive  soils.  With  their  drainage, 
malaria  and  mosquitos  would  disappear  as  they  have  in 
Panama,  and  these  localities  would  soon  become  thriving 
and  prosperous  communities  and  add  immensely  to  the 
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wealth  of  the  whole  nation.  Whenever  this  subject  is 
studied  it  will  appear  that  if  man  would  only  live  soberly 
and  righteously  as  the  prophet  told  the  Israelites,  want, 
sorrow  and  sighing  would  vanish  away;  joy  and  gladness 
would  take  their  place  and  like  as  of  old  in  the  garden 
of  the  Lord  the  earth  would  produce  an  abundance. 

XII.  SNAKE  STORY 
Wage-earners  probably  suffer  more  from  this  traffic 
than  any  other  class.  It  is  surprising  in  many  places 
how  large  a  proportion  of  wages  paid  on  Saturday  finds 
its  waste  to  the  saloon  often  before  Monday.  More  than 
anything  else  it  is  the  saloon  that  keeps  labor  from  ac- 
cumulating and  occupying  the  place  in  society  and  govern- 
ment to  which  it  is  entitled.  The  sure  way  if  labor  wants 
to  advance  to  better  conditions  and  inaugurate  a  millen- 
ium  in  which  there  will  be  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile,  bond 
nor  free,  employer  nor  employee,  but  all  stand  equal 
and  prosperous  is  for  those  who  work  for  wages  to  help 
abolish  the  saloon.  Still  some  claim  unless  we  continue 
to  brew,  ferment,  and  distill  spirits,  the  nation  will  not  be 
prosperous.  The  assertion  reminds  me  of  a  humorous  in- 
cident I  once  heard  about  an  old  fellow  that  was  addicted 
to  telling  long-winded  yarns.  He  came  down  on  a  rainy 
day  to  the  village  store  and  told  the  crowd  that  had 
gathered  about  the  stove  a  great  big  snake  story.  He 
had  a  son  in  the  crowd  and  when  he  was  through  the 
boy  said,  "Dad,  if  I  was  you,  I  would  not  tell  that  snake 
story  again.  It  lets  not  only  you  but  the  whole  family 
down."  "Why,  son,  said  the  old  man,  it  is  every  word 
true."  "Well,"  said  the  boy,  "itynay  be,  but,  dad,  that 
confounded  snake  story  sounds  exactly  like  a  lie."  So 
when  I  hear  a  man  say  that  we  must  spend  two  thousand 
million  dollars  a  year  in  promoting  drunkenness,  crime, 
pauperism  and  disease  to  make  the  nation  prosperous  it 
reminds  me  of  the  snake  story  that  sounded  just  like 
a  lie.  It  is  the  same  when  I  hear  some  one  claim  that 
if  we  close  the  saloon  and  all  the  people  become  sober, 
industrious  citizens  with  bank  accounts,  you  will  soon 
have  a  dead  town  with  no  business  or  money  in  circu- 
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lation  and  the  grass  will  grow  in  your  streets  tall  enough 
to  mow.  Like  the  snake  story  that  sounded  like  a  lie, 
such  assertions  are  withou t|foundation|  and  f  have  been 
disproved  in  hundreds%ndithousandsJ)f  places- that  have 
found  from  experience  that  prohibition^_and  general  pros- 
perity were  twin  brothers. 

XIII.  MORAL  AND  CRIMINAL  EFFECTS 
Consider  further  that  this  waste  of  substance  is  only 
the  smallest  part  of  the  loss  caused  by  intoxicating  drinks. 
Imagine  the  far  greater  loss  of  time,  the  loss  of  health, 
the  waste  of  intellect,  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  moral 
character,  the  great  thing  that  makes  life  worth  living. 
Drunkenness  is  the  foe  and  antagonist  of  them  all  and 
just  to  the  extent  that  it  prevails  are  these  qualities  de- 
stroyed. With  the  perishing  of  the  inner  man,  the  outer 
soon  falls  into  decay.  Drunkenness  is  beyond  question 
the  main  cause  also  of  pauperism.  Three  out  of  every 
four  of  those  who  are  buried  in  the  potter's  field  of  any 
city  at  the  public  charge,  might  have  a  bottle  placed  on 
their  grave  for  a  tombstone,  labeled,  "This  is  the  cause." 
The  saloon  is  always  and  everywhere  a  promoter  of  vice, 
idleness,  profligacy,  the  breeding  place  of  crime  and  a 
rallying  center  for  the  congregation  of  evil-doers.  Judges 
in  the  courts  tell  us  that  ninety  per  cent  of  their  criminal 
business  springs  either  directly  or  indirectly  out  of  this 
traffic.  I  will  here  on  this  occasion  mention  only  a  single 
instance  that  I  suppose  like  myself,  you  all  read  a  few 
months  ago  in  the  papers.  Judge  Hargis,  a  man  of  at 
least  considerable  notoriety,  was  sitting  in  his  store  in 
the  mountains  of  Kentucky  when  his  son,  a  young  man 
about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  came  up  intoxicated, 
drew  a  revolver  and  shot  his  father  four  times,  killing 
him  instantly.  Two  lives  were  the  same  as  blotted  out 
in  that  incident.  The  father  died  and  the  son  at  the 
best  spends  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  peniten- 
tiary and  may  be  executed  on  the  gallows.  With  a 
slight  change  of  names  and  dates  similar  incidents  could 
be  mentioned  by  the  score  and  hundred  and  thousand 
for  there  is  scarcely  a  community  in  all  the  land  that 
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has  not  had  its  tragedies  springing  from  the  saloon  and 
this  traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks. 

XIV.  INSANITY  AND  HEREDITY 
Intoxicating  drinks  are  a  fruitful  cause  of  some  of  the 
worst  forms  of  disease.  Recently  I  visited  the  insane  asy- 
lum and  it  was  distressing  to  look  into  so  many  blank 
faces.  There  were  over  twelve  hundred  dejected  looking 
wrecks  of  men  and  women.  Then  to  visit  the  violent 
ward  and  see  others  with  wild  staring  eyes  and  fierce  ex- 
pressions on  their  countenance.  All  who  have  studied 
the  subject  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  while  not 
the  only  cause  of  insanity  yet  the  greatest  single  one  s 
intoxicating  drink.  It  is  the  same  when  you  visit  the 
homes  for  imbecile  and  feeble-minded  children.  There  is 
an  hereditary  effect  following  drunkenness.  I  knew  a 
man  once;  or  rather  lived  in  the  neighborhood  where  it 
occurred.  He  drank,  he  claimed  moderately,  and  would 
frequently  say  that  he  and  not  the  total  abstainer,  was  the 
true  temperance  man,  although  every  night  he  would  be 
more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  drinks. 
Still  he  managed  to  pass  through  life  in  an  average  sort 
of  way  and  accumulated  some  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  property.  He  had  a  son — not  very 
bright — and  when  I  saw  him,  always  seemed  to  be  like 
a  man  under  a  cloud.  This  latter  raised  a  family  of  seven 
sons  and  when  I  knew  them,  six  of  them  were  filling 
drunkards'  graves.  You  never  could  get  it  out  of  the 
minds  of  that  community  where  it  occurred  but  there 
was  the  moderate  drinking  of  the  old  grandfather,  skip- 
ping one  generation  and  cropping  out  in  the  next  and 
leaving  them  with  weak  wills,  strong  appetites  that 
were  clamorous  for  gratification  and  when  temptation 
presented  itself  they  yielded  to  their  destruction.  Oh! 
there  are  sins  that  not  only  burn  and  blister  the  souls  of 
men  and  the  bodies  of  men,  but  they  do  the  childrens' 
children  down  to  the  second  and  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tions and  one  of  them  is  drunkenness.  I  am  here  to  plead 
for  your  help  in  closing  this  worse  than  Pandora's  box 
of   woe,    sorrow   and   misfortune   until    throughout   the 
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length  and  breadth  of  the  land  there  shall  not  anywhere 
be  found  such  a  thing  as  a  licensed  saloon. 

XV.     A  COMPARISON 

Suppose  a  band  of  pirates  were  to  land  on  our  shores 
and  capture  a  city,  deprive  some  of  the  people  of  their 
property  and  liberty  and  place  them  in  chains  to  be 
carried  away  to  some  foreign  land  and  there  reduced 
to  slavery.  Imagine  how  the  war-drums  would  sound 
and  the  wires  sing  with  sailing  orders  for  armed  ships 
to  follow  them  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  rescue  the  cap- 
tives and  bring  back  the  invaders  for  punishment.  But 
the  pirates  are  here  at  our  very  doors  who  are  reducing 
American  citizens  to  the  worst  form  of  slavery,  that  of 
drunkenness.  They  are  depriving  them  not  only  of 
their  property  but  also  their  friends,  their  mind,  their 
health,  and  causing  the  loss  of  the  soul,  for  no  drunkard 
who  goes  down  in  that  state  shall  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  God.  The  worst  of  it  all  is  that  this  slavery  is  being 
practiced  with  the  license  and  sanction  of  city,  state  and 
nation.  It  is  this  that  makes  you  and  me  and  every 
citizen  responsible  for  the  evils  caused  by  intoxicating 
drinks  unless  we  do  what  we  can  to  resist  and  protest 
against  the  wrong.  It  is  surely  an  abuse  and  perversion 
of  the  powers  of  government  wherever  it  is  allowed.  It 
is  the  province  of  government  to  shield  and  defend  the 
people  it  rules  over  from  evil  and  not  in  any  case  become 
an  accessory  in  their  ruin  and  destruction.  Any  commun- 
ity that  will  license  the  saloon  cannot  evade  responsi- 
bility for  the  suicides,  murders,  tragedies  and  other  evil 
consequences  that  follow  in  its  train.  In  view  of  the 
waste  of  property,  intellect,  morals,  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood that  is  now  going  down  to  destruction  in  this 
Maelstrom  of  iniquity  the  supreme  question  of  the  hour 
is,  will  it  longer  than  the  next  election  continue  to  receive 
the  sanction  and  approval  of  a  majority  vote  from  the 
American  people  in  city,  county,  state  and  nation? 
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XVI.     METHODS  OF  WORK 

Cicero,  the  great  orator,  has  well  said,  when  you  es- 
tablish one  virtue  it  also  has  the  effect  to  strengthen 
others.  This  is  emphatically  true  of  temperance.  It 
not  only  promotes  sobriety,  but  also  thrift,  industry, 
honesty,  integrity,  courage,  fortitude,  and  all  the  virtues. 
Drunkenness  has  just  the  opposite  effect.  It  leads  to 
idleness,  profligacy,  debauchery,  degradation  and  de- 
struction. In  a  contest  that  is  so  clearly  between  good 
and  evil  and  light  or  darkness,  it  ought  not  to  be  diffi- 
cult or  take  us  long  to  make  our  choice  and  determine 
on  which  side  we  would  prefer  to  stand.  In  overcoming 
this  evil  there  are  two  clear  methods  of  work.  Both  are 
Scriptural,  reasonable,  approved  of  experience  and  com- 
mon-sense, and  either  one  is  weak  without  the  other. 
One  is  to  build  up  and  establish  in  virtue  the  inner  man 
until  he  becomes  strong  enough  to  resist  temptation. 
The  other  is  to  remove  from  the  weak,  simple  and  erring 
the  enticements  to  temptations.  Recognizing  the  impor- 
tance of  planting  principles  of  truth  and  virtue  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  and  justice  and  righteousness  con- 
trolling their  government  will  ever  be  found  sure  ways 
to  promote  the  general  welfare.  The  state  exists  not  to 
become  an  accessory  in  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  the 
people  it  rules  over,  but  to  promote  their  welfare  and 
defend  society  against  evil.  If  each  individual  in  society 
is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  do  what  is  right,  a  hun- 
dred, yes  a  thousand  times  more,  should  the  authority 
of  government  be  exercised  in  righteousness.  St.  Paul 
expressly  declares  that  magistrates  should  not  bear  the 
sword  in  vain  against  evil  doers.  In  understanding  the 
causes  of  evil  and  sources  of  crime  and  shielding  the 
community  against  their  injurious  effects  are  some  of 
the  ways  that  disciples  of  Christ  become  as  He  intended, 
the  salt  of  the  earth,  lights  to  the  world,  and  benefactors 
to   the  human  race. 


18 


XVII.    USE  THE  BEESWAX 

I  heard  rather  a  humorous  incident  that  illustrates 
the  value  of  persistence.  It  occurred  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Indiana  and  was  about  a  young  couple  going 
to  be  married  and  the  bridegroom  took  along  the  fee 
for  the  wedding  ceremony  wrapped  up  in  a  white  cloth. 
In  those  times  the  law  required  the  officers  to  take  their 
fees  in  deer-hides,  coon-skins;  or  anything  that  would 
pass  with  the  merchants  for  barter.  When  the  cloth 
was  unrolled  it  was  found  to  contain  a  good-sized  cake 
of  beeswax.  When  the  couple  presented  themselves  be- 
fore the  justice  of  the  peace  he  had  the  cake  of  beeswax 
sent  to  the  store  to  know  what  it  was  worth  and  the 
merchant  reported  its  value  at  five  York  shillings,  or 
sixty-two  and  a  half  cents.  Except  in  a  prohibition  state, 
money  is  always  scarce  in  pioneer  times  and  neither  the 
bridegroom  nor  any  of  his  friends  were  able  to  bring  up 
the  remaining  three  York  shillings,  or  thirty-seven  and  a 
half  cents  necessary  to  make  out  the  dollar  that  the  law 
allowed  magistrates  for  a  wedding  ceremony.  When  the 
company  was  about  to  disperse  with  nothing  accomplished 
a  bright  idea  struck  the  girl  and  she  said  to  the  magistrate, 
' 'Squire,  couldn't  you  start  the  ceremony  and  marry  us 
this  time  as  far  as  the  beeswax  will  go?"  There  is  a  hint 
here  for  reformers.  Let  the  temperance  people  use  the 
beeswax  of  their  influence  at  the  polls  every  time  and  just 
as  far  as  it  will  go  and  they  will  soon  see  results.  Very 
much  can  be  accomplished  by  even  a  small  number  of 
resolute  voters  with  their  eyes  open  to  what  is  best  for 
the  general  welfare  and  will  not  let  themselves  be  bought, 
or  sold,  or  traded,  or  side-tracked,  from  their  purpose. 
Let  them  vote  their  principles  in  the  caucus  or  primary 
and  follow  it  up  in  the  general  election.  Vigorously  and 
persistently  using  the  beeswax  of  their  influence,  they 
can  to  the  glory  of  God  and  good  of  the  world,  hurl  the 
devil  of  drunkenness  down  from  the  heavens  of  power 
and  authority  in  city,  state  and  nation,  and  into  the  pit 
which  is  bottomless. 
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XVIII.     MISSION  OF  AMERICA 

What  I  have  so  far  stated  applies  to  the  people  of  any 
and  all  nations.  While  the  wine,  or  beer,  or  spirit-drink- 
ing of  other  countries  is  to  be  regretted  and  deplored, 
there  is  a  sense  in  which  these  customs  are  peculiarly 
undesirable  here  in  the  United  States.  This  is  a  nation 
with  a  mission,  destiny  and  the  highest  calling  that  ever 
came  to  any  people  in  all  the  annals  of  time.  Indeed,  it 
is  to  me  a  strong  evidence  of  the  existence  of  God  that 
there  have  been  not  only  individuals  like  Moses  under  the 
Old  Testament,  and  Paul  among  the  apostles  with  their 
work  marked  out  for  them,  but  also  whole  nations. 
Apparently  it  was  destined  for  Israel  to  give  a  religion  to 
the  world;  Greece,  letters  and  arts;  Rome,  with  her  laws 
and  her  legions  was  to  establish  order  among  barbarous 
tribes,  and  England  with  her  pound  sterling  at  par  in  all 
markets,  was  to  become  the  embodiment  of  a  world-wide 
commerce.  America,  apparently  has  a  still  higher  mis- 
sion, and  is  ordained  to  demonstrate  to  the  whole  world 
that  with  the  gospel  and  the  free  school  and  the  free  press 
may  without  peril  to  the  welfare  of  society  go  the  free 
ballot,  and  the  majority  under  these  influences  can  be- 
come capable  of  self-government.  This  elevation  of 
man  to  liberty  and  free  institutions  is  part  of  the  coming 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  among  men  and  it  is  eminently 
desirable  both  for  our  own  good  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people  in  all  nations,  that  it  should  be  fulfilled.  In  this 
advance  of  the  human  race  all  the  signs  indicate  that 
America  has  been  selected  to  carry  the  banner  of  progress 
and  head  the  procession  of  the  nations  in  their  march 
upward  to  liberty  and  civilization.  Intemperance  is  a 
positive  and  decided  hindrance  to  our  fulfilling  this  most 
benevolent  purpose  of  God  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
human  race  and  the  two  influences  are  so  opposite  and 
antagonistic  that  it  is  either  we  must  suppress  the  saloon 
or  not  fulfill  our  destiny  as      nation. 
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XIX.     LEADERSHIP  OF  AMERICA 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  on  His  last  visit  to  Jerusalem  and 
just  before  His  crucifixion  did  expressly  declare  (Matt.  21 : 
43)  that  there  would  be  a  chosen  nation  under  the  New 
Testament  to  evangelize  the  world  and  bring  forth  fruits  of 
the  kingdom  in  the  elevotion  of  the  human  race.  The 
American  people  are  better  fitted  for  this  work  than  any 
other  that  have  ever  existed.  We  have  facilities  to  accom- 
plish the  work  in  steam,  electricity,  the  printing  press,  and 
accessibility  to  all  nations  that  was  never  to  the  same  extent 
possessed  by  any  other  people.  Consider  also  our  vast 
resources  in  soil,  climate  and  wealth  of  oil,  coal,  iron, 
copper,  silver  and  gold.  This  mineral  treasure  was  all 
stored  up  at  creation  but  kept  hidden  until  the  twentieth 
century  when  the  American  people  became  ready  for 
their  mission  and  all  nations  to  receive  the  gospel.  Dur- 
ing the  fifteen  hundred  years,  Canaan  was  occupied  by 
the  Israelites,  Greece,  Rome,  Egypt,  Babylon  and  all 
the  great  empires  of  antiquity  existed  on  their  borders. 
So  that  during  that  time  it  was  the  most  central  location 
and  best  place  from  which  to  evangelize  the  world.  In 
the  same  way  the  United  States  has  Europe  on  one  side, 
Asia  with  her  teeming  millions  on  the  other,  below  South 
America  and  the  islands  of  Oceanica  and  stretching  out 
her  hands  to  us  is  Ethophia.  So  that  the  United  States 
now  occupies  a  similar  position  in  the  modern  world  that 
Israel  did  to  the  nations  of  antiquity.  The  rule  that 
where  much  is  given  much  will  be  required  applies  to 
nations  the  same  as  to  individuals.  If  we  are  not  that 
nation  Christ  spoke  of  in  this  prophecy,  it  has  not  yet 
appeared  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  other  con- 
tinent out  of  which  it  could  come  for  many  centuries. 
In  view  of  our  pre-eminent  fitness  for  the  work  and  that 
we  now  have  the  wealth,  resources,  and  opportunities  to 
fulfill  this  prophecy  of  Christ,  does  it  not  indicate  that  the 
United  States  is  the  chosen  nation  of  God  for  the  leader- 
ship of  the  modern  world  and  elevation  of  the  human 
race  under  the  New  Testament?  Shall  it  be  said  that  we 
have  become  blind  to  what  is  for  our  good,  and  deaf  to 
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the  voice  of  God  calling  us  to  the  highest  glory  that 
ever  came  to  any  people,  and  will  roll  up  in  the  napkin 
of  drunkenness  a  talent  that  would  have  enriched  us  and 
all  future  generations,  and  bury  it  in  the  earth  through 
licensing  the  saloon? 


XX.     LIBERTY  OR  THE  SALOON 

The  absence  of  any  reference  in  the  platform  of  the 
great  political  parties  to  this  destroyer  of  economic  wel- 
fare and  also  of  liberty  and  free  institutions  is  one  of  the 
evils  of  our  time.  Here  is  the  greatest  waste  of  our 
national  resources  in  men,  morals  and  material,  but 
scarcely  any  prominent  statesmen  are  willing  to  point 
out  the  danger.  The  effect  of  this  silence  will  appear 
when  the  destructive  power  of  intemperance  on  liberty 
is  considered.  Nations  that  are  addicted  to  drunken- 
ness cannot  become  or  remain  a  free  people  because  the 
conditions  essential  to  liberty  do  not  exist.  Walk 
abroad  in  the  month  of  May  when  showers  and  sunshine 
are  coming  down  on  the  land  and  vegetation  blooms  and 
blossoms  because  the  conditions  are  favorable.  We  are 
now  beginning  to  perceive,  that  to  a  certain  extent,  man  is 
himself  subject  to  the  same  law  of  growth  and  develop- 
ment under  the  influence  of  favorable  conditions.  The 
poet,  orator,  inventor,  explorer,  discoverer,  leader  of 
progress,  and  pioneer  of  civilization  only  mature  and 
unfold  their  talents  under  the  favorable  conditions  that 
liberty  and  free  institutions  create.  The  influence  of 
these  favorable  conditions  is  proved  in  the  brilliant  array 
of  eminent  men  and  illustrious  women  that  appeared  in 
Israel,  Greece  and  Rome  while  they  had  liberty.  It  is  en- 
tirely safe  to  say  that  without  liberty  America  would  not 
have  invented  the  reaper  or  the  cotton-gin  or  the  telegraph 
and  electric  light.  Are  we  ready  to  turn  away  from  a 
continuation  of  all  that  glory  for  ourselves,  our  children, 
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and  for  future  generations  that  we  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  indulging  in  drunkenness  and  living  after  the  flesh? 
The  right  answer  to  this  question  ought  to  bring  the 
patriot,  teacher,  minister,  far-seeing  statesman,  self- 
denying  philanthropist,  and  all  other  well-wishers  of  the 
human  race  to  the  side  of  prohibition  and  a  united  effort 
to  now  help  set  judgment  in  the  earth  in  accordance 
with  the  righteousness  that  exalts  nations  to  sobrety 
and  prosperity. 

XXI.     PERIL  TO  LIBERTY 

Many  nations  in  the  past  have  lost  liberty  or  such 
measure  of  it  as  they  possessed.  Israel  was  founded  as 
a  free  commonwealth  but  through  misrule  in  the  courts 
the  people  rose  up  against  the  priesthood  and  said  "We 
will  have  a  king' '  to  administer  justice  and  lead  us  in  war, 
until  Samuel  had  to  anoint  Saul  and  inaugurate  a  mon- 
archy. The  Hebrew  prophets  did  not  more  clearly  see 
the  peril  to  society  from  the  loss  of  liberty  and  free  insti- 
tutions than  was  pointed  out  by  Demosthenes  in  those 
masterpieces  of  oratory  that  he  delivered  at  Athens  against 
the  policy  of  Philip.  In  spite  of  the  warning,  sovereignty 
was  taken  away  from  the  people  and  vested  in  Alexander 
and  liberty  with  the  glory  and  prosperity  that  follows 
in  her  train  soon  disappeared  from  Greece.  It  was  the 
same  in  Rome  when  Caesar  was  made  dictator.  We, 
too,  are  drifting  in  this  direction  and  many  of  our  large 
cities  are  now  without  autonomy.  The  present  governor 
of  Missouri  was  elected  on  a  platform  promising  home 
rule  for  the  cities  of  that  state,  but  when  it  came  to  ful- 
filling the  pledge  it  was  not  desired.  The  prominent  people 
in  these  cities  say  if  they  were  to  have  home  rule  with  sa- 
loons the  roughs  and  toughs  and  inhabitants  of  the  red 
light  district,  would  elect  the  chief  of  police  and  their 
lives  or  property  would  not  be  safe.  On  the  Fourth  fof 
July  they  are  willing  for  the  boys  to  explode  fire-crackers 
and  on  that  day  have  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
publicly  read  but  insist  that  its  principles  shall  not  con- 
trol their  city.     Instead  they  prefer  to  be  ruled  by  com- 
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missioners  appointed  by  the  governor  who  is  elected  from 
the  whole  state  where  the  small  towns  and  rural  neigh- 
borhoods are  now  in  the  majority.  The  census  shows 
that  this  will  soon  be  reversed  and  by  1950  at  the  outside 
and  at  the  pace  we  have  been  going  for  the  past  ten  years, 
even  by  1930  the  urban  vote  will  be*  the  majority  over  the 
whole  nation.  It  is  this  increase  of  population  in  large 
cities  where  saloons  flourish  until  they  become  incapable 
of  self-government  and  the  certainty  that  the  urban  vote 
will  soon  become  a  majority  over  the  whole  nation  that 
constitutes  such  a  grave  peril  to  liberty  and  free  institu- 
tions in  the  United  States. 

XXII.  POLITICAL  QUACKERY 
Omaha,  like  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City,  is  ruled  by  a 
state  board  of  fire  and  police  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  governor.  It  is  doubtful  if  Sodom  or  Gomorrah  could 
have  produced  anything  more  scandalous  than  the  report 
of  the  grand  jury  last  winter  on  conditions  in  Omaha. 
With  all  the  facts  before  them,  they  failed  to  see  the  main 
cause  of  crime,  or  indicate  any  effective  remedy.  It  is  a 
mark  of  the  quack  to  treat  the  symptoms  instead  of  the 
disease.  The  political  quack  follows  the  same  line  as 
his  brother  in  the  medical  profession.  Instead  of  laying 
the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  evil  in  the  saloon  that  virtually 
creates  the  red  light  district  and  is  so  essential  in  pro- 
moting the  business  of  the  disreputable  class,  they  recom- 
mend more  police,  a  better  jail  and  a  workhouse.  In  a 
word,  it  is  treat  the  symptoms  with  penalties  but  let  the 
cause  that  produces  crime  remain.  In  consequence  of  the 
failure  in  so  many  instances  to  arrest  criminals,  and  of  the 
courts  to  punish  crime  some  newspapers  in  the  state  now 
advocate  lynching  as  the  only  adequate  remedy  for  the 
lawless  conditions  existing  in  Omaha.  There  is  surely  a 
more  excellent  way.  Prohibition  will  certainly  cure  many 
of  the  evils  existing  in  municipal  government.  It  leads  to 
sobriety,  general  prosperity,  a  better  citizenship  and 
creates  conditions  that  would  in  a  large  measure  prevent 
crime.  The  adoption  of  prohibition  would  also  open  the 
way  for  a  genuine  revival  and  much  needed  moral  refor- 
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mation  that  will  place  the  golden  rule  and  ten  command- 
ments in  the  store,  bank,  factory,  railroad,  newspaper,  in 
all  arts,  in  all  trades  and  in  all  institutions,but  particularly 
in  the  city-hall,  courthouse,  legislature  and  national 
government.  We  must  keep  our  large  cities  from  sink- 
ing down  in  corruption  until  they  lose  liberty  and  have 
to  be  ruled  like  imperial  provinces;  or  as  the  census 
proves  when  in  the  near  future  it  becomes  general  and  the 
urban  vote  is  the  majority  the  nation  will  experience 
the  same  loss.  The  remedy  at  present  needed  for  Omaha, 
St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  and  in  fact  the  whole  nation,  is  so 
clear,  so  plain,  and  so  simple,  that  it  can  be  reduced  to  a 
single  sentence:  "Suppress  the  saloon  and  abolish  the 
traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors.' ' 

XXIII.     DEFENDERS  OF  LIBERTY 

It  was  the  unjust  and  oppressive  rule  of  the  British 
government  on  the  colonies  that  caused  the  American 
Revolution.  It  was  under  these  conditions  the  patriots 
of  that  time  rose  up  and  made  a  free  and  independent 
nation  of  the  United  States.  The  rule  of  King  Alcohol 
is  now  more  unjust,  oppressive,  corrupting,  and  destruc- 
tive to  liberty  than  was  that  of  King  George  of  England. 
The  man  who  would  now  defend  the  welfare  and  liberty 
of  the  American  people  would  surely  make  a  mistake 
in  searching  for  the  red-coated  soldiers  of  England  at 
Bunker  Hill,  or  Yorktown  and  considering  them  as 
enemies  of  the  nation.  Instead  he  would  now  find  them 
in  the  brewers,  distillers,  saloon-keepers,  bar-tenders, 
and  other  agents  of  this  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors. 
These  and  their  allies  who  vote  for  license  are  like  the 
Tories  of  the  Revolution  and  must  be  overcome  if  liberty 
in  this  land  would  be  preserved  and  transmitted  unim- 
paired down  to  future  generations.  Suppose  the  colo- 
nists had  have  said,  as  some  of  us  are  now  saying,  it  is 
for  the  people  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Charleston  where  the  British  troops  are  stationed,  to 
decide  under  what  government  they  will  live.  Had 
they    done     that    they   would    surely    have    lost    their 
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cause  and  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  United 
States  Instead,  although  a  minority  in  most  of  the 
colonies,  they  came  to  the  aid  of  the  people  in  these 
cities  and  expelled  the  British  troops.  In  the  same  way 
along  with  securing  prohibition  for  our  own  town  and 
county  we  ought  to  aid  the  good  people  in  our  large 
cities  to  maintain  order  and  the  sobriety  so  essential  to 
freedom  and  self-government.  All  reforms  begin  with 
a  minority.  It  is  when  even  a  small  numebr  assert  a 
principle  that  promotes  the  glory  of  God  and  welfare  of  the 
people  that  then  the  Scriptures  are  fulfilled  which  say: 
"Five  of  you  shall  chase  a  hundred,  and  an  hundred  shall 
put  ten  thousand  of  your  enemies  to  flight"  and  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  comes  down  among  men  through  elevating 
the  human  race  up  to  righteousness. 

XXIV.     DUTY  OF  THE  CHURCH 

The  revenue  returns  give  us  with  substantial  accuracy 
the  amount  of  intoxicating  drinks  consumed  in  the  na- 
tion. The  contingent  expenses  springing  out  of  this 
traffic  for  crime,  pauperism,  disease,  and  insanity  is  not 
so  easily  ascertained,  for  each  city,  county  and  state  pay 
their  own  bills  for  these  purposes  and  make  no  returns 
of  it  to  the  general  government.  Those  who  have  studied 
the  subject  think  the  actual  and  contingent  expenses 
for  this  traffic  to  be  not  less  than  three  thousand  million 
dollars  per  annum.  There  is  nothing  to  equal  this  amount 
in  the  different  opinions  held  by  the  various  political  par- 
ties over  the  tariff,  or  the  currency,  or  the  transportation 
question.  When  with  this  enormous  amount,  the  effect 
it  has  on  the  bodies  and  souls  of  the  people  is  considered, 
the  evil  looms  up  in  such  gigantic  proportions  that  the 
church  of  God  in  all  its  branches  ought  to  cry  aloud  and 
spare  not  until  this  "reproach  of  any  people"  is  swept 
from  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  church  not  only  to  point  out  the  way  of  life  for  the 
soul,  but  also  proclaim  the  principles  in  government 
taught  in  the  Scriptures  that  promote  the  welfare  of  na- 
tions. Society  cannot  exist  without  government.  God  in 
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great  mercy  has  anticipated  our  need  and  revealed  in  His 
word  the  principles  that  should  control  in  government  The 
Scriptures  draw  no  line  of  distinction  between  ideas  that 
are  usually  termed  theological  and  others  that  are  govern- 
mental. On  the  contrary  it  is  expressly  declared  that 
all  the  inspired  Scriptures  are  profitable  that  the  man 
of  God  may  be  thoroughly  furnished  unto  every  good 
work.  It  is  surely  a  good  work  to  help  any  community 
to  have  a  government  in  accordance  with  gospel  prin- 
ciples that  will  not  rob,  oppress  or  debauch  the  people; 
or  set  snares  and  pitfalls  along  the  journey  of  life  to  de- 
vour them  or  their  children.  In  view  of  its  Scripturalness 
and  benefits  to  society  it  ought  not  be  too  much  to  expect 
from  a  twentieth  century  church  that  it  would  not  only 
preach  the  gospel  and  pray  the  gospel  but  also  vote  the 
gospel. 

XXV.     PRAYERS  IN  THE  LOFT 

There  was  once  a  church — so  the  story  runs — where 
they  would  meet  together  and  talk  about  the  coming  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  preach  about  the  coming  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  and  even  at  times  the  minister 
would  go  so  far  as  to  solemnly  pray  on  Sunday  morning 
that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  might  come.  There  they 
stopped,  and  whenever  it  came  to  voting  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  the  minister  and  congregation  invariably 
" weakened.' '  Now  that  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very 
inconsistent,  to  assert  a  principle  in  preaching,  pray  that 
it  might  prevail,  and  then  at  the  polls,  when  they  had 
the  ballot,  fail  to  vote  for  its  adoption.  How  much  do 
you  suppose  it  would  hasten  the  millenium  or  anything 
else,  suppose  we  all  go  to  praying  for  it  and  working  for 
the  opposite?  It  ought  to  be  much  better  understood, 
not  only  in  the  world,  but  even  in  the  churches,  that  the 
coming  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  among  men  is,  and 
must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  largely  a  coming  of  good 
government,  founded  on  right  principles  that  tend  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  elevation  of  the  human  race. 
In  that  church  at  one  of  their  meetings,  a  spell  and  en- 
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chantment  seemed  to  come  down  on  the  edifice,  causing 
a  buzzing  in  the  ears  of  the  congregation  until  nothing 
could  be  heard  that  was  spoken  inside  the  four  walls  of 
the  building.  No  one  was  able  to  hear  the  sermons  of 
the  minister,  or  the  songs  of  the  choir,  or  the  prayers  of 
the  leaders,  and  soon  the  boys  on  the  outside  began  to 
say  that  the  church  was  dead.  So  many  talking  about 
it  caused  the  minister  and  his  deacons  to  get  a  move  on 
themselves  and  they  searched  the  building  on  the  inside, 
searched  it  on  the  outside,  but  still  did  not  discover  the 
cause  of  the  deadness  of  the  church.  At  last  one  of  the 
trustees  took  down  a  plank  from  the  ceiling  and  lo,  to 
his  surprise  and  astonishment,  he  saw  stacked  up  in  the 
loft  all  those  prayers  for  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  without  the  voting  to  correspond,  that  had 
killed  the  church,  dead,  dead,  DEAD. 

XXVI.     WHOLE  COUNSEL  OF  GOD 

You  may  think  such  a  comparison  grotesque  and  a 
fit  subject  for  merriment,  but  I  still  believe  there  ought 
to  be  some  harmony  and  a  close  relation  between  the 
prayers  of  the  church  and  the  votes  of  its  members  at 
the  polls.  [A  voice — So  do  I.]  Indeed,  I  would  have 
the  ballot  represent  good  morals,  the  true  philosophy 
of  living  and  the  highest  patriotism  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  In  order  that 
this  should  be  generally  observed  by  the  people,  it  is 
essential  that  the  church  should  declare  the  whole  counsel 
of  God.  There  is  nothing  taught  in  the  Scriptures  not 
even  to  the  income  tax,  but  what  church  and  ministry 
may  bind  for  wristlets  on  their  hands  and  for  frontlets 
between  their  eyes  and  glory  in  every  word  that  cometh 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord.  The  whole  counsel  of  God 
faithfully  taught  in  the  temple  and  followed  by  the  people 
would  have  preserved  the  inheritance  of  Israel  and  kept 
every  man  in  that  nation  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
the  free  citizen  of  a  free  and  prosperous  commonwealth.  It 
was  one  of  the  great  sins  of  the  priesthood  in  Israel  that 
they  would  not  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God.     They 
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were  in  too  many  instances  like  watchmen  placed  on  the 
walls  of  a  city  and  although  danger  was  approaching 
would  not  blow  the  trumpet,  or  sound  an  alarm.  As  the 
highest  authority  has  declared,  they  would  strain  at  a  gnat 
or  some  little  trifle  in  the  creed,  and  then  swallow  the  camel 
of  passing  by  principles  of  much  greater  importance. 
Some  pulpits  among  us  are,  I  fear,  today  repeating  the 
same  mistake.  They  go  from  y ear-in  to  year-out  with 
scarcely  a  sermon  on  the  way  a  nation  may  avoid  evil 
and  its  people  become  prosperous  although  more  than 
half  of  the  Scriptures  are  given  up  to  the  subject.  Surely, 
there  is  a  lesson  in  the  fall  of  Israel  in  Canaan  it  would 
be  well  for  the  churches  to  understand  and  declare  the 
whole  counsel  of  God  that  a  like  fate  may  never  come 
down  on  the  American  people  here  in  the  United  States. 

XXVII.  PROPHETS  AND  THEIR  WORK 
It  was  because  of  the  narrowness  and  sectarianism  of 
the  priesthood  in  Israel  that  God  raised  up  prophets  to 
declare  the  national  and  governmental  principles  of  the 
gospel.  The  prophets  understood  their  benefits,  had  the 
faithfulness  to  declare  them  and  often  urged  the  Israelites 
to  walk  in  their  light  for  the  prosperity  it  would  bring  to 
Canaan  and  that  their  influence  for  good  might  extend 
over  the  surrounding  countries.  In  the  same  way 
ought  not  the  modern  pulpit  and  especially  here  in  this 
land,  urge  the  people  in  righteousness  to  walk  worthy  of 
the  higher  calling  and  greater  opportunities  of  American 
citizenship  in  the  twentieth  century  for  the  prosperity 
it  will  bring  to  the  United  States  and  that  our  in- 
fluence for  good  may  extend  world-wide  throughout 
the  whole*  habitable  earth.  Should  we  betray  our  trust 
as  a  nation,  turn  aside  from  the  rule  of  right  in  govern- 
ment and  thereby  fall  like  Tyre,  Sidon,  Nineveh,  and 
Babylon  have  fallen,  where  then  in  all  the  earth  would  an- 
other be  found  inventing,  discovering  and  producing  a 
higher  and  better  civilization.  Whenever  conditions  in 
the  various  countries  of  the  world  are  considered  it  will 
easily  appear  that  all  hope  for  the  advance  of  the  human 
race  must  and  will  for  many  centuries  rest  solely  on  these 
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United  States.     Surely  if  there  ever  was  a  time  and  place 
where  the  truth  of  God,  and  in  all  its  fullness,  should  be 
preached  from  the  pulpit  and  voted  from  the  pews  until  it 
controlled  the  nation,  it  is  in  the  twentieth  century  and 
here  in  the  United  States.     Many  years  before  the  Spanish 
War  forced  us  to  become  a  world  power,  Longfellow  with 
the  clear  vision  of  a  great  poet,  saw  our  far-reaching  in- 
fluence when  he  penned  the  lines: 
—Sail  on,  O  ship  of  state, 
Sail  (5n,  O  Union,  strong  and  great. 
Humanity,  with  all  its  fears, 
With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 
Hangs  breathless  on  thy  fate. 

XXVIII.     OPPORTUNITY  OF  THE  NATION 

As  goes  America  in  the  twentieth  century,  up  or  down' 
so  will  go  the  whole  world.  God  is  now  calling  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  the  moral  leadership  of  the  whole  human 
race  that  through  them  the  world  may  be  evangelized 
and  light  and  liberty  and  civilization  spread  over  all  the 
earth.  Large  as  may  be  the  undertaking,  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  enable  us  to  accomplish  the  work 
with  an  increasing  prosperity  at  home  and  benefits  be- 
yond computation  to  the  people  of  other  lands.  Christ 
risen  from  the  dead  with  power  is  able  and  willing  to 
make  every  American  citizen  of  the  day,  reading  the 
signs  of  the  times,  recognizing  in  a  pre-eminent  sense 
the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  among  men  through 
this  nation  and  that  we  may  all  become  workers  together 
with  God  in  the  elevation  of  the  whole  human  race.  O, 
the  glory  of  Christ,  in  offering  life  and  ^immortality  Ho 
every  living  creature.  O,  the  unsearchable  riches  %f 
Christ,  in  offering  liberty,  prosperity,  and  civilization 
to  the  people  of  all  nations.  There  is  no  surer  way  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  society,  increase  national  pros- 
perity, elevate  the  whole  human  race  and  hasten  the 
coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God  among  men,  than  to  ob- 
serve the  rule  of  right  in  government  and  turn  away  from 
sin  that  is  the  "reproach  of  any  people"  and  particularly 
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this  giant  evil  of  drunkenness  and  the  traffic  in  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  It  is  in  that  way  the  people  of  this  land 
will  become  best  fitted  for  their  very  high  calling  of 
carrying  the  banner  of  progress,  heading  the  procession 
of  the  nations  in  the  march  upward  to  civilization,  usher- 
ing in  the  rule  of  right  and  spreading  the  kingdom  of  God 
world-wide  under  the  best  symbol  of  liberty  and  free 
institutions  that  has  ever  appeared  in  government,  the 
American  Flag. 

XXIX.     DOXOLOGY 

Finally,  this  nation  is  now  in  the  lead  of  the  world 
and  with  faithfulness  to  gospel  principles  may  forever 
endure.  The  gospel  of  Christ  is  not  only  for  individuals, 
but  also  for  nations  and  in  proportion  as  it  is  observed 
do  they  prosper,  and  if  faithfully  followed  will  keep  any 
of  them  from  going  to  destruction.  [A  voice — That  is 
true.]  Although  history  is  full  of  the  wrecks  of  nations 
that  have  perished,  and  the  fragments  of  mighty  empires 
that  have  been  destroyed,  I  rejoice  to  stand  before  this 
assembly  and  proclaim  that  with  faithfulness  to  gospel 
principles  and  the  work  of  Christ  for  the  elevation  of  the 
human  race  these  Uuited  States  may  live,  thrive,  flourish, 
continue  to  prosper  and  become  the  first  of  all  the  earth 
to  enter  the  glories  and  splendors  of  the  millenial  day. 
Let  us  with  gratitude  recognize  the  goodness  of  God  to 
us  as  a  nation,  resolve  here  and  now  in  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  to  persevere  in  the  good  way  of  righteous- 
ness that  brings  prosperity  to  the  people  and  will  cause 
to  be  fulfilled  the  missions,  destiny  and  very  high  calling 
of  the  United  States.  Therefore,  let  all  present  now  in 
the  conclusion  of  this  discourse,  join  me  with  one  of  Paul's 
grand  climaxes  in  ascribing  through  Jesus  Christ  unto 
the  one,  only,  and  eternal  God,  glory,  honor,  majesty 
and  dominion  throughout  all  ages  and  in  all  nations, 
but  pre-eminently  and  in  the  very  highest  degree  may  it 
forever  prevail  over  these  United  States.  Amen  and 
Amen. 
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XXX.     PRAYER 

Almighty  God,  Judge  of  all  men,  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  nations, 
through  the  redemption  in  Thine  own  Son,  and  invoking  the  assist- 
ance of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  we  would  draw  nigh  unto  Thee  and  offer 
our  homage,  worship  and  adoration.  Here,  on  this  occasion,  we 
specially  desire  to  acknowledge  Thy  goodness  in  founding  the 
United  States  as  a  home  and  habitation  for  liberty.  From  the 
North  and  the  South  and  the  East  and  the  West  have  here  been 
gathered  as  it  were  the  outcasts  of  other  lands  and  through  Thy 
blessing  they  have  become  the  greatest  nation  that  has  ever  existed. 
The  deliverance  Thou  didst  give  Thy  people  from  bondage  in  Egypt 
and  bringing  them  into  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  were 
not  more  wonderful  than  the  migration  of  the  American  people 
and  the  great  prosperity  they  have  attained  on  this  continent. 

We  now  see  before  this  nation  even  a  greater  glory  if  they  will 
lay  aside  every  weight  and  the  sin  that  doth  so  easily  beset  modern 
society  particularly  in  the  saloon  and  all  the  brood  of  evils  it  pro- 
duces. Loving  truth  and  ruled  in  righteousness  we  may  evangelize 
the  world,  elevate  the  whole  human  race,  cover  the  earth  with  Thy 
knowledge  and  glory  and  even  inside  of  the  twentieth  century 
Americanize  all  nations  and  lead  them  up  to  liberty,  free  institu- 
tions, and  to  adopt  the  representative  form  of  government.  O 
Lord,  give  us  leaders  in  church  and  state,  recognizing  this  mission, 
destiny,  and  very  high  calling  of  the  United  States  and  who  will 
not  pass  by  suffering  humanity  like  the  priest  and  Levite  did  on 
the  Jericho  road.  May  they  soon  appear  and  in  this  election  that 
we  will  not  have  to  wait  another  four  years  before  commencing  to 
suppress  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  ilquors.  Lay  this  obligation  on 
Thy  church  and  all  that  fear  Thee  that  they  can  hasten  the  coming 
of  Thy  kingdom  and  help  elevate  the  human  race  through  voting 
the  gospel.  Add  Thy  blessing  on  the  words  here  spoken  in  Thy 
great  and  excellent  name  and  make  them  conducive  to  these  high 
ends  and  holy  purposes.  Let  it  also  come  down  upon  the  hearer, 
(or  reader),  of  this  discourse  and  cause  a  citizenship  to  be  raised  up 
that  will  not  fail,  or  become  discouraged  until  they  have  set  judg- 
ment in  the  earth  in  accordance  with  the  righteousness  that  exalts 
nations  to  sobriety  and  prosperity.  Look  down,  Lord,  in  mercy 
upon  this,  Thy  chosen  nation,  for  the  leadership  of  the  modern  world, 
and  grant  us  these  favors  and  Thy  assisting  grace  in  their  fulfillment 
and  unto  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost 
shall  be  our  praise  and  thanksgiving.     Amen. 
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Rev.  T.  M.  0.  Birmingham  has  a  message  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  nation  and  that  ought  to  be  heard  by 
every  American  citizen. 

REV.  I.  McBridE,  Evangelical  Church, 

Beaver  Crossing,  Nebraska. 
The  address  on  temperance  of    Rev.  T.  M.  C.  Birming- 
ham is  of  a  superior  character  and  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  cause. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Alexander,  P.  E.,  Neb.  Conf. 
The  address  of  Mr.  Birmingham  I  listened  to  was  in 
logic,  in  classical,  historical  and  Scriptural  thought  and 
deli  very ,  one  of  the  best  I  ever  heard.  I  beg  to  com- 
mend him  for  a  temperance  speaker  as  worthy,  capable, 
and  doing  a  good  work  in  an  excellent  manner. 

Rev.  Father  Murphy,  Catholic  Rector, 
Ulysses,  Nebraska. 
At  the  close  of  an  address  on  temperance  from  Rev. 
T.  M.  C.  Birmingham  in  the  Lutheran  church  of  Mead, 
Nebraska,  a  meeting  of  the  deacons  and  trustees  was 
held  and  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  recom- 
mending Rev.  Birmingham  and  his  work  for  temperance 
to  the  other  Lutheran  churches  of  the  state. 

John  Jeppson,  Secretary. 
Rev.  T.  M.  C.  Birmingham  delivered  an  address  on 
Temperance  in  the  Christian  church  of  Edholm,  Nebraska. 
The  thanks  of  the  congregation  were  voted  to  him  for 
the  excellent  character  of  the  address  and  it  was  unani- 
mously recommended  to  the  other  churches  and  of  all 
denominations  as  eminently  worthy  of  a  hearing. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Lemon, 
Pastor  and  Secretary  of  Cotner  University. 
Fifteen  copies  of  this  pamphlet  will  be  mailed  to  any 
address  (separately  if  desired)  for  one  dollar,  Special 
rates  to  campaign  committees  on  application.  A  por- 
trait can  here  appear  on  this  page  with  biography  and 
other  notice  of  candidate  on  back  of  cover  that  would 
be  a  most  excellent  way  to  present  the  subject  to  voters 
in  this  campaign.     Send  orders  to 

T.  M.  C   Birmingham, 

Milford,   Nebraska. 


Several  persons  have  contributed  the  amount  necessary 
to  place  the  name  on  the  primary  ballot  for  the  4th 
District  of  Nebraska  as  f 

Prohibition   Candidate   for  Congress 

Thos.  M.  C.  Birmingham 

This  gives  Prohibitionists  an  opportunity  to  attend 
the  primary  election  on  Sept.  1  and  express  their  senti- 
ments. There  is  need  of  prohibitory  legislation  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  that  Congress  and  the  clerks  and 
officers  in  the  departments  may  in  soberness  properly 
transact  the  business  of  government.  It  is  also  needed 
for  the  Territories  and  the  Phillipines  but  more  especially 
that  inter-state  commerce  would  respect  places  that  have 
adopted  prohibition.  It  is  desirable  that  the  Prohibition 
vote  should  be  as  large  as  possible  in  the  primary.  While 
it  is  somewhat  uncertain  if  the  election  judges  will  count 
a  mixed  ticket  although  Mtmmmmmmmd  it  would  be  fairest 
that  they  should.  Indirectly  it  can  be  made  to  appear 
even  if  a  mixed  ticket  will  not  be  counted  in  the  primary. 
Where  there  is  no  full  ticket  let  those  who  wish  to  support 
prohibition  abstain  from  voting  for  the  candidates  of 
other  parties  for  these  offices  that  they  intend  to  support 
in  the  general  election  and  sentiment  can  in  that  way  be 
expressed  through  their  decreased  vote.  Your  vote 
direct  or  indirect  and  of  others  you  may  interest  and  per- 
suade to  support  prohibition  in  the  approaching  election 
will  be  appreciated. 
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